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for Europe and for the human race. I hope that he will then
do more justice to my sentiments, and to the honest friendli-
ness I have shown him in all our intercourse. However, to
confine myself to the immediate issue; are the French and
German peoples really to be committed to all the anxieties
and anguish of war? Count Gyulai did not consider himself
empowered to treat for an armistice. He will tell Your
Majesty both how willing I am to conclude one immediately,
and also how much I fear those delays and intrigues whose
full bitterness I have experienced in the past. Our mini-
sters are so well aware of all possible points of difference
between us that they could settle them in five minutes. But
whatever turn may be given to these preliminaries by the
present complex and difficult circumstances, I beg Your
Majesty never to doubt that I am always pleased to meet
your wishes, and that it is a matter of genuine preference
as well as of deliberate purpose on my part to contribute to
the happiness of your subjects and of yourself, so long as
this is consistent with my duty towards the welfare of my
own peoples.

[CORRESP., xi, 9464. Gyulai again represented Austria in negotiating
the Treaty of Pressburg, a month later.]
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TO JOSEPH

AUSTERLITZ, December 3, 1805.

... YESTERDAY, after several days' manoeuvring, I fought
a decisive battle. I routed the allied army under the personal
command of the Emperors of Russia and Germany. The
strength of their army was 80,000 Russians and 30,000
Austrians. I took nearly 40,000 of them prisoner, including
20 or so Russian generals, 40 flags, 100 guns, and all the
standards of Russian Imperial Guard. The whole army
covered itself with glory.
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